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Do you ever wonder why guide dogs 
are used? They are needed because 
many people in the world are blind. 
Being blind just means that you can't 
see, and all you do see is pitch black. 
That is where guide dogs come in. 
They act as a blind person's eyes. 
 
Training  
The dog's training is simple. A 
family must volunteer to take 
in a puppy for one year, to train it. 
The family takes the puppy in 
when it is six weeks old. The family 
immediately begins to train the 
puppy the first day it arrives at 
their home. The first steps the 
puppy must learn are sit, down, 
stay, come and get busy. In one of 
the following paragraphs you shall 
learn what these simple commands 
mean. Soon after the dog has 

mastered these commands, the 
family who is training the dog must 
schedule a training session, which 
happens once a month. The training 
session takes place at the family's 
home. A trainer from the Guide 
Dog Foundation comes to the house 
and discusses the dog's abilities and 
disabilities.  

The trainer also helps the dog 
with some of the commands it does 
not yet know how to follow, and 
shows the family some new 
commands that they will need to 
start teaching the dog. The new 
commands that the dog must 
master next are forward and 
steady. Learn about all of the 
commands I have mentioned in 
"Commands the Dog Must Follow.” 
 
How Does a Dog Act as Eyes? 
Guide dogs act as a person's eyes. 
Here is how: A guide dog in 
training has to pass a special test to 
become a guide dog. The dog has to 
show it's trainer that it would make 
a good guide dog. Sometimes the 
dog does pass the test. Sometimes 
dogs unfortunately do not pass the 
test. The only way to pass the test is 
to meet all of the requirements to 
become a guide dog.  
 

The way the dog actually acts 
as eyes, is walking around in a  



special guide dog jacket while on a 
leash. The blind person walks on 
the right side of the dog on the right 
side of the street. The dog will lead 
the person around like the person's 
own two eyes would, if they were 
not blind.  

The guide dog knows where 
to go because its master tells it the 
commands that the dog has to 
follow. As mentioned before, a 
guide dog must pass a special test to 
become a guide dog. The test is all 
about the dog showing no fear of 
anything, if it has perfect hearing 
and seeing, any kind of physical 
activity including stairs and getting 
in and out of vehicles easily.  

The dog has to be a good 
listener and does what it is told to 
do, kind and happy with whoever it 
gets, it must be patient, and it must 
qualify a good personality. The dog 
must be obedient, trainable, 
intelligent, not chase things, must 
be able to handle loud noises and 
must walk steadily on a leash. If 

they cannot do all of these things, 
they cannot become a guide dog.  
 
                  
What If the Dog Doesn't Pass 
The Test?  
If the guide dog doesn't pass the 
test, depending on what the dog's 
score from the original test is, 
people working at the guide dog 
foundation will let the dog try to 
find a different job such as a Police 
dog or a Therapy dog. There are 
also these jobs: Companion dog, 
ATF (Alcohol, tobacco and fire 
arms) dogs, and now going over 
seas to be with our troops to act as 
stress relief therapy for our 
soldiers.  

If the dogs do not pass for one 
of these jobs, the people who work 
at the guide dog foundation calls 
the family who raised the dog for a 
year, and that family gets the choice 
to adopt the dog back into their 
family. If the family doesn't want 
the dog back, the dog gets put up 
for adoption, so any family can 
adopt the dog if they would like to.  
 
Commands the Dog Must 
Follow 
There are many commands that a 
guide dog must follow. Some of 
these commands are steady, about, 
halt, no, get busy, sit, down, off and 
forward. They are easy commands.  

Steady means to slow down 
while walking. About means to turn 



around. Halt means to stop. No 
means no. Get busy means to go to 
the bathroom. Sit means to sit. 
Down means to lay down. Off 
means to get down. Last but not 
least, forward means to speed up.  

The dog knows these 
commands year or so, the family 
that first trained the dog since it 
was a puppy, their job was to teach 
it those commands so it would have 
a better chance of succeeding the 
test to become a guide dog.  In 
conclusion, Guide dogs are helpful 

and smart, and if you can convince 
your parents to puppy walk a guide 
dog, do it! You would be doing 
something great for a blind person 
in need.  
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